Dudu Fisher
DUDU FISHER IS KNOWN THROUGHOUT THE WORLD FOR HIS STIRRING PERFORMANCE AS JEAN VALJEAN IN THE HIT SHOW "LES MISERABLES," BUT HIS CAREER BEGAN IN HIS NATIVE COUNTRY ISRAEL MANY YEARS BEFORE.
AFTER THREE YEARS OF SERVICE IN THE ISRAEL DEFENSE FORCES, FISHER STUDIED AT THE TEL AVIV ACADEMY OF MUSIC AND STUDIED PRIVATELY WITH SOME OF THE GREAT CANTORS OF THE PREVIOUS GENERATION. HE WAS ONLY 22 WHEN HE WAS INVITED TO BECOME THE CANTOR OF THE GREAT SYNAGOGUE OF TEL AVIV.  ALONG WITH HIS SYNAGOGUE DUTIES, FISHER ALSO TRAVELED THROUGHOUT THE WORLD, BRINGING TRADITIONAL HASSIDIC, YIDDISH AND CANTORIAL MUSIC TO NEW AUDIENCES.  DURING A TRIP TO LONDON IN 1986, HE HAPPENED TO SEE A PERFORMANCE OF THE MUSICAL "LES MISERABLES." IT WAS AN EVENT THAT CHANGED HIS LIFE. WHEN WORD WAS RELEASED OF THE SHOW'S FORTHCOMING PRODUCTION IN HEBREW, FISHER KNEW THAT HE HAD TO AUDITION FOR THE SHOW. THE FACT THAT HE HAD ABSOLUTELY NO EXPERIENCE WORKING IN THE THEATER DID NOT DETER HIM FOR A MOMENT.  IN TRUE BROADWAY MUSICAL FASHION, THE BRITISH DIRECTOR OF THE ISRAELI VERSION, STEPHEN PIMLOT, CHOSE THE INEXPERIENCED FISHER FOR THE LEAD ROLE OF JEAN VALJEAN.  THE REST IS HISTORY. "LES MIZ" BECAME THE LONGEST RUNNING SHOW IN ISRAEL AND FISHER BECAME A SUPERSTAR. HIS STARDOM IS NOT LIMITED TO ISRAEL.  IN 1988 HE WAS  INVITED TO LONDON TO TAKE PART IN A ROYAL COMMAND PERFORMANCE HOSTED BY THE QUEEN OF ENGLAND. THE PERFORMANCE WAS A SPECIAL VERSION 0F "LES MIZ," FEATURING ARTISTS FROM THE MANY "LES MIZ" PRODUCTIONS PLAYING AROUND THE WORLD. FROM 
THERE, THE PLAY'S PRODUCER, CAMERON MACKINTOSH, INVITED FISHER TO PLAY THE ROLE OF JEAN VALJEAN ON BROADWAY AND LONDON'S WEST END.
THE ROLE OF JEAN VALJEAN EVEN TOOK HIM TO SOCCER'S WORLD CUP FINAL AT WEMBLY STADIUM, WHERE HE AND FOUR OTHER "VALJEANS" WERE INVITED TO SING. ALTHOUGH DUDU FISHER IS NOT THE FIRST ISRAELI ACTOR TO ACHIEVE SUCCESS IN THE THEATER AND MUSICAL WORLD, FISHER DID ACHIEVE A FIRST OF A DIFFERENT KIND.  AS AN OBSERVANT JEW, HE WAS THE FIRST ACTOR ON BROADWAY AND THE WEST END TO BE EXCUSED FROM PERFORMING ON FRIDAY NIGHTS, SATURDAY MATINEES AND ALL JEWISH HOLIDAYS.
DURING HIS LONG CAREER, FISHER HAS RECORDED OVER TWENTY ALBUMS. HE SANG THE ROLE OF MOSES IN THE HEBREW VERSION OF STEPHEN SPIELBERG'S "THE PRINCE OF EGYPT." HE HAS SUNG WITH THE ISRAEL PHILHARMONIC ORCHESTRA, CONDUCTED BY MAESTRO ZUBIN MEHTA, RECORDED AN ALBUM OF SHOW TUNES WITH THE LONDON SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA AND HAS PERFORMED AS WELL WITH THE BALTIMORE AND QUEENS SYMPHONY ORCHESTRAS.  IN ADDITION TO BRITAIN'S ROYAL FAMILY, HE HAS PERFORMED FOR THE THAI ROYAL FAMILY AND FOR PRESIDENT AND SENATOR CLINTON.
HE WAS THE FIRST ISRAELI ARTIST ALLOWED TO SING IN THE SOVIET UNION IN THE DAYS BEFORE PERESTROIKA.  HIS CONCERTS THERE WERE ATTENDED BY THOUSANDS OF JEWS THIRSTING FOR JEWISH CULTURE.  A PARTICULARLY MOVING CONCERT TOOK PLACE IN HIS FATHER'S HOMETOWN OF DUBNOW IN THE UKRAINE. 
IN THE THEATER, FISHER HAS PLAYED LEADING ROLES IN THE PRODUCTIONS OF "THE HUNCHBACK OF NOTRE DAME", "KOL NIDRE",  BY LALO SHIFRIN AND AVI KOREN, "OVER THE RAINBOW", AND "STAIRWAYS TO HEAVEN".
FISHER'S FIRST ONE-MAN SHOW "NEVER ON FRIDAY",  OPENED AT OFF-BROADWAY'S JEWISH REPERTORY THEATER IN 1999. LAWRENCE VAN GELDER OF THE NEW YORK TIMES CALLED THE SHOW... "A DISPLAY OF A VOCAL TALENT THAT RESISTS CONFINEMENT AND IS AN EXPLOSION OF RELIGIOUS FAITH THAT IS REFLECTED IN THE SHOW'S TITLE.  MR FISHER POSSESSES THE SPECTRUM OF TALENT TO MAKE IT WORK." 
FROM JANUARY TO APRIL OF 2001, DUDU FISHER WAS SEEN ON ISRAELI STAGES STARRING IN "THE ROTHSCHILDS", A MUSICAL BY JERRY BOCK AND SHERMAN YELLEN. SHORTLY AFTER, HE WAS PRESENTED THE "LIBERTY AWARD" AT THE LOWER EAST SIDE FESTIVAL, WHICH CELEBRATES CONTRIBUTIONS TO JEWISH CULTURE IN AMERICA. 
IN OCTOBER OF 2002, DUDU AGAIN THRILLED HIS AUDIENCES WITH A ONE-MAN SHOW, "SOMETHING OLD, SOMETHING NEW", WHICH WAS WRITTEN BY RICHARD JAY-ALEXANDER, DUDU'S BROADWAY "LES MIZ" DIRECTOR. HE OPENED TO RAVE REVIEWS.  VICTOR GLUCK OF BACK STAGE  WROTE OF FISHER, "THE ENERGY THAT FISHER RADIATES ON STAGE CAN LIGHT A SMALL CITY'.  CHERYL KUPFER OF THE JEWISH PRESS ENTITLED HER REVIEW, "SOMETHING OLD, SOMETHING NEW-SOMETHING AWESOME".  "HE MIGHT JUST AS WELL HAVE CALLED IT SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE", WROTE LAWRENCE VAN GELDER OF THE NEW YORK TIMES.
ADDING TO FISHER'S ACCOMPLISHMENTS ARE HIS STARING ROLE IN THE FILM "THE ROAD TO GLORY", ACTING AS HOST ON AN ISRAELI TELEVISION SERIES AND APPEARING ON INNUMERABLE RADIO AND TELEVISION PROGRAMS THROUGHOUT THE WORLD. IT IS SAFE TO SAY THAT DUDU FISHER HAS EXCELLED IN EVERY ASPECT OF HIS PROFESSION.  HE IS HAPPILY MARRIED AND THE PROUD FATHER OF THREE CHILDREN.
DUDU'S FALL 2004 ONE-MAN SHOW "DUDU FISHER, COMING TO AMERICA" WHICH FEATURES SELECTIONS FROM "FIDDLER ON THE ROOF", "THE JAZZ SINGER" AND "YENTL" RECENTLY TOURED IN THE UNITED STATES.  IN ISRAEL, DUDU BRINGS BACK YIDDISH AND KLEZMER MUSIC WITH AN ONGOING PRODUCTION FOR THE YIDDISHSPIEL THEATER.  AUDIENCES ARE THRILLED BY HIS LATEST SHOW, “JERUSALEM”. THE TOUR OF THIS SHOW BEGAN IN JERUSALEM AND HE CONTINUES TO TRAVEL THROUGH THE STATES AND EUROPE WITH THE PRODUCTION. 
HE FILMED A PBS SPECIAL IN THE VALLEY OF BEIT SHE’AN IN ISRAEL WHICH HAS BEEN NOMINATED FOR AN EMMY. THE PREMIER AIRING OF THE PROGRAM WHICH TOOK PLACE IN FLORIDA IN DECEMBER OF 2008 WAS A HUGE SUCCESS AND IS BEING AIRED NATIONWIDE THROUGHOUT 2009.
A DREAM COME TRUE SOLO PERFORMANCE TOOK PLACE IN CARNEGIE HALL ON OCTOBER 25, 09 TO AN ENTHUSIASTIC AUDIENCE. THEY SHOWED THEIR APPRECIATION OF FISHER’S TALENT WITH THREE STANDING OVATIONS. HE HAD TO RESPOND TO THE THUNDEROUS APPLAUSE BY APPEARING ON STAGE FOR A SECOND ENCORE.  THIS PERFORMANCE IS PART OF AN EAST COAST 2009 TOUR WHICH WILL BE FOLLOWED BY ANOTHER TOUR IN THE WINTER OF 2010.
FROM THE OPERA HOUSE IN SYDNEY AUSTRALIA TO MADISON SQUARE GARDEN IN NEW YORK, FROM THE BUDAPEST OPERA HOUSE TO THE BOLSHOI THEATER IN MOSCOW, FROM SINGAPORE TO SAO PAULO, DUDU FISHER SPENDS MOST OF THE YEAR TRAVELING AROUND THE GLOBE BRINGING JOY TO MILLIONS OF PEOPLE.

